
CARDBOARD 
Cardboard is an incredible, versatile, cheap material. Students of all ages can create an wide 
variety of sculptures and structures using cardboard. You can use it to prototype, practice 
engineering and structure design, surface design, and so much more. This document gives tips 
and advice on how to include cardboard in your art room and shares some artists and resources 
so you can learn more about the world of cardboard art. 

 

Cardboard Resources 

The Cardboard Bernini

 

Film available on Amazon 
 
'The Cardboard Bernini' examines the life and work of artist 
James Grashow as he spends four years building a giant 
cardboard fountain, with the intention of putting it outside to 
dissolve. Inspired by the baroque sculptor Bernini, and 
propelled by a crucial event documented in the film, Grashow 
is driven to experience the process of creation and loss by 
making an extraordinary artwork that will be destroyed in the 
end. This film follows Jimmy's journey, as he questions life's 
fragility and the artistic process. 

The Art of Cardboard: Big Ideas 
for Creativity, Collaboration, 
Storytelling, and Reuse  

 

Breathe new life into that old cardboard box! Though paper 
and cardboard seem common and humble materials, discover 
the totally unexpected, beautiful and intricate art that can be 
created using the repurposed and up cycled resource. The Art 
of Cardboard showcases the grand and imaginative scale of 
cardboard art and design. Inside, you'll find jaw-dropping 
cardboard creations from around the world! You'll discover 
the process of each art form, as well as tricks of the trade, 
from small clever projects to huge art installations. 
by Lori Zimmer 

Out of the Box: 25 Cardboard 
Engineering Projects for Makers

 
 

Twenty-five interactive cardboard model projects that engage 
kids' creativity and "out of the box" thinking skills through 
hands-on learning and the application of science-based 
principles. Kids can bring old cardboard to life and build 
recycled creations they can play with, sit in, and wear. 
Supporting STEAM education initiatives and the Maker 
Movement, Out of the Boxincludes 25 interactive cardboard 
model projects to inspire kids' creativity through engaged and 
hands-on learning, and, as the founder of Maker Faire Dale 
Dougherty says, "to realize with their hands what they can 
imagine in their minds."  
by Jemma Westing 
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What’s Happening 

There are so many amazing cardboard artists and projects to learn about. Check out these few 
and start looking for more. 

 

The Cardboard Institute of 
Technology

 

https://www.cardboard.institute/ 
 
“The Cardboard Institute of Technology is a collection of 
artists based out of San Francisco. The group was founded in 
2007 by Josh Short with the objective of making collaborative 
installations that allow the audience to enter and engage with 
the art in a very participatory way.” 

 
Global Cardboard Challenge 

 

 
https://cardboardchallenge.com/ 
 
Since 2012, in the fall of each year, kids everywhere take part 
in the Cardboard Challenge as a way to gear up for 
Imagination’s Day of Play. It all began following the 
overwhelming success of the short film, 'Caine's Arcade’, the 
story of a 9-year boy and his elaborate cardboard arcade. 
Follow the link to find out how to host your own cardboard 
challenge. 

 
David Sleeth – Packaged Good 
http://www.davidmsleeth.com/ 
 
I am fascinated by the 
limitations of materials and 
methods of fabrication in 
terms of the way they impact 
the appearance of objects. By 
nullifying the functionality 
and abstracting the structures 
inherent to the objects I aim to 
invoke a sense of uneasy 
familiarity that inspires an 
alternative appreciation of 
familiar forms. 
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James Lake – The Self Portrait 

http://jameslakesculpture.co.u
k/  

“Beauty can be found from the 
simplest of things. We don’t 
need to chase for the most 
expensive resource in order to 
find this beauty and I think 
cardboard does that very 
well.” 

 

Tobias Putrih – Macula Series 

http://putrih.net/ 

The MOMA website states that 
Putrih sets a challenge for 
himself "to make an object that 
expresses its own self–doubt, 
that questions its own 
existence." 

 

Chris Gilmour – Aston Martin 
DB5 

http://www.chrisgilmour.com/ 

Carlo Muttoni says that “The 
end result is a ‘fragile 
perfection’, a sober reflection 
on our own world, where the 
value of beauty is too often 
misunderstood with its price.” 
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Cutting Cardboard 

One of the hardest parts of using cardboard is cutting it. Boxcutters and exacto knives work well 
but are not safe for children. Check out these cardboard cutting tools that are safe for most ages: 

 

Klever Kutter  About $2 each 

 

The two recessed blades prevent contact with fingers, 
eliminating injuries. You cut by hooking the end over the edge 
of the cardboard and pulling the cutter toward you. To start a 
cut from the center of a piece of cardboard, poke a hole and 
insert the tip, then pull it toward you. 
 
It is very easy to cut straight lines and curves with this tool. 
Cuts are smooth and crisp.  

 
EMS Rescue Trauma Shears 

 
About $3.50 each 

 

These scissors are strong and sturdy. They have a serrated 
edge and can cut through cardboard much easier than regular 
scissors. 

 
Pumpkin Carving Tools 

 
About $4 per set 

 

Pumpkin carving tools are fantastic for cutting cardboard. The 
little saws are not very sharp but work very well to saw 
cardboard. In the set shown here all of the tools except the 
scoop would be useful to cut and pierce cardboard in a variety 
of ways. The cuts made with these tools are rougher than 
those made with the other tools. 
 
Although the saws are not sharp, supervision is still needed 
for young children.  

 
WORX ZipSnip Cutting Tool 

 
About $35 each 

 

This rotary cutter has a Lithium-Ion battery which holds a 
charge for months. The self-sharpening blade can create 
straight cuts easily and very quickly but cannot cut curves. 
This tool is lightweight and has a soft grip handle. It is great 
for cutting big sheets down into smaller sheets and for cutting 
big quantities of cardboard quickly. Supervision is needed for 
younger chilren. 
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Building with Cardboard 

You can make awesome things pretty quickly if you know the best tools and techniques. 

 

Low Temp Mini Glue Gun

 
Glue guns great for attaching 
cardboard. These lower 
temperature ones work for 
students of all ages. The glue is 
much less likely to burn skin. 
The glue cools down fast so 
you have to work quickly. Be 
sure to purchase low temp or 
multi-temp glue sticks with 
these glue guns. 

Understanding Corrugation  
Corrugation is what makes 
cardboard so strong. Creating 
a fold in the same direction of 
the corrugation is easy. You 
can also curve pieces of 
cardboard by making multiple 
folds in the along the 
corrugation. 
 
Folding against the grain is 
very difficult. You can score 
the top layer of cardboard 
with a sharp object to help 
make a fold against the corrucation if necessary. 
 
To create a more rigid piece of cardboard you can glue two 
layers together with the corrugation going in opposite 
directions. You can peel the top layer off of cardboard to 
reveal the corrugation. This can add texture and interest to 
your construction. 
 

Construction Display 

 
Just like building with paper, 
you can create tabs, slots, 
notches, and flanges. Creating 
a poster or other large visual 
display can be very helpful for 
students. 

Adding Color 
 
Cardboard looks 
fantastic as-is but 
you can also add 
color to decorate 
the surface.  
 
Cake tempera 
paint works 
surprisinly well 
and dry quickly. 
You can also use 
acrylic, regular 
tempera paint, 
markers, oil 
pastels, crayon, 
and spray paint. 
Avoid using large amounts of water which can cause the 
cardboard to sag. 
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